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Restore Scotland
Fighting for a Scotland that is
sovereign, just and free

A message from David McHutchon
Welcome to our Holyrood election manifesto 2021.
Restore Scotland is a Scottish political party, founded in 2020 on the 700th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Arbroath.
The party stands for: Scottish independence from the UK and EU; the defence of individual
liberty; the value and integrity of the family; the sanctity of human life; and, the health and
wellbeing of the nation.
Membership is open to all those who share most or all of the party’s positions, who are or
have been resident in Scotland, and are UK citizens.
In the following pages you’ll discover our core policies under the headings: Sovereign, Just
and Free. We also set out our thinking on other big issues.
To find out more and connect with us visit: www.restorescotland.org

Warm regards,

David McHutchon
Leader, Restore Scotland

Part 1
Our Core Aims
A Sovereign Scotland—P3
A Just Scotland—P5
A Free Scotland—P6

A Sovereign Scotland
Restore Scotland will fight for true sovereignty.
As a sovereign state, Scotland will have exclusive control of its own legislature, laws and land. The Scottish
Government will be free to exercise the democratic mandate given to it by the Scottish people.
An independent Scottish judiciary will have the final say on applying Scots Law. The institutions of Scottish
society will be defended against the pressure to conform to global trends. And the Scottish people will be able
to enjoy their fundamental human rights and liberties.
Self-government will be the making of modern Scotland. Our successes and failures – and we will have both –
will be our own.
The Conservatives and Labour want Scotland to stay beholden to Westminster, whilst the SNP wants Scotland
to gain independence only to immediately surrender it again to Brussels - without any say from the Scottish
people. Meanwhile, other newer parties would sign up an independent Scotland to EFTA backdooring EU legislation into Scotland.
All other parties seem determined for Scotland to be ruled from elsewhere. Only Restore Scotland can be
trusted to fight for true sovereignty.
We pledge to:
•

Support legislative action to secure a referendum on independence.

•

Support further devolution of powers to the Scottish Parliament, including over constitutional issues,
industrial policy, and broadcasting.

•

Only support Scotland becoming a party to treaties, conventions or agreements, and joining international organisations, which imply no dilution of national sovereignty.

•

Oppose UK federalism.

•

Oppose readmission to the European Union.

•

Repeal the EU Continuity Act.
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An independent Scotland will be a confident player on the global stage.
We have a settled border with England and a long history of social, political and economic relations with UK
nations. Following independence, we would make securing good strategic and trading relations with the UK
the first priority.
While we are fundamentally opposed to readmission to the European Union, and the backdooring of EU legislation through EFTA, we would seek to have positive, constructive trade relations with the EU and European non-member states.
Scotland should not allow itself to be bullied by foreign powers. We will vigorously protect and promote our
interests, while seeking positive relations with strategic and trading partners.
We do not support military interventionism or foreign wars. We will, however, oppose genocide and crimes
against humanity and would seek to provide what support we can to peoples and nations facing such atrocities overseas.
After independence, we would:
•

Show respect for customary international law, and the general doctrine of non-interference in the internal affairs of other states, while opposing genocide and crimes against humanity.

•

Promote closer trading relations with the Nordic countries, Eastern Europe, Asia and the Americas.

•

Establish Scottish Armed Forces sufficient to guarantee the security of Scotland and the Scottish state,
including a well-funded Scottish Navy.

•

Establish a Scottish civilian defence infrastructure, and oppose military interventionism.
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A Just Scotland
Justice is the hallmark of any democracy.
Restore Scotland reveres the traditions of Scots Law, developed over the ages. We believe in the traditional
hybrid common and civil law system of Scots law.
We do not believe that the law should change from day to day. Laws should be consistent and understandable.
We are concerned at a constant growth in the body of law, and overcriminalisation.
We will stand up not only for the independence of the judiciary but also for impartial prosecution services.
We also support well-funded legal aid to ensure equal justice for all.
Restore Scotland supports the use of fully transparent electoral processes and opposes electronic voting as
open to corruption.
We live in a world where our right to privacy is constantly being undermined. We are tracked, monitored,
spied upon and micromanaged. Restore Scotland will sponsor legislation to protect the right of Scots to lead a
private life. Without undue interference by the state.
We pledge to:
•

Institute a review of all statutory offences, particularly minor offences.

•

Review the relationship between the Scottish Ministers, Police Scotland and COPFS.

•

Ensure appropriate funding levels for legal aid, prisons, and witness protection programmes.

•

Mandate the use of paper ballots to ensure electoral transparency.

•

End reporting restrictions on family custody cases.

•

Oppose discrimination on the grounds of race and the promotion of ‘critical race theory’.

•

Outlaw all public use of facial recognition technology.
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A Free Scotland
Restore Scotland will be a consistent voice for freedom.
The SNP’s anti-free speech legislation has been described as some of the most draconian in Europe. Restore
Scotland MSPs will support efforts to repeal it immediately.
We oppose the SNP’s illiberal family policies. We believe in family autonomy and we will fight for parental
rights, and the right of children to be raised in line with their parents’ beliefs.
During the coronavirus pandemic, elderly couples have died apart, isolated from one another by restrictions.
Small businesses have been shuttered and global corporations like Amazon have burgeoned. This is wrong.
We will ensure that undue restrictions on citizens’ lives do not continue in the aftermath of the coronavirus
pandemic and, in the awful scenario of another wave, agitate for key freedoms being better protected.

We pledge to:
•

Repeal the Hate Crime and Public Order Act.

•

End mass lockdowns, while offering targeted protection.

•

Ensure parents are not criminalised for using mild physical discipline.

•

Outlaw Self ID as inimical to women and children’s rights and safety.

•

Criminalise the purchase of sexual services and strengthen anti-voyeurism legislation.

•

Mandate age verification on websites offering adult content.
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Part 2
The economy—P8
Education—P9
Welfare—P10
The Environment—P11

Building a Prosperous Economy
We will work for a prosperous economy.
Were an independent Scotland to seek to re-join the European Union, we would likely have to sacrifice our
currency to do so. This would be unacceptable.
Without full self-government, economic, monetary and fiscal policy cannot be created with Scotland’s core
interests in mind.
The Scottish economy faces enormous headwinds from deteriorating public finances, slumping industrial production, economic inactivity, growing bond yields, the medium-term shuttering of sectors such as travel and
tourism, and worst of all, a lack of a strategy to resolve these issues.
Restore Scotland advocates for an immediate and permanent reopening of small companies. We will advocate
for changes in the law and tax code to favour Scottish domiciled businesses, and make sure companies based in
offshore tax havens are taxed on their UK or Scottish sales, not their profits.
And we will incentivise capital investment in Scottish manufacturing and industry.
We pledge to:
•

Champion a Scottish currency and support economic transition planning for independence.

•

Index maximum government commercial grants and loans to previous years’ tax revenues.

•

Simplify and align the tax code, and ensure fully transferable allowances between spouses.

•

Outlaw lending which involves a usurious rate of interest.

•

Support Scottish heavy industry, industrial staples, and the development of light manufacturing in the
Central Belt.
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Investing in Education
The SNP’s record on education is so bad they’ve stopped bodies measuring student performance.
Ideologically-driven curricular reforms have consistently lowered learning standards, meaning that students
are acquiring vital knowledge and skills too late.
With objective educational assessment, underperforming schools and teachers could be supported with
mentorship schemes designed to guarantee a consistent standard of education.
College education should be every bit as prestigious as university education. Scotland should introduce dual
vocational educational courses, modelled after the German Vocational Training System.
Universities should get back to research and teaching, not indoctrinating students into faddish social movements. Funding for institutions should be conditioned upon respect for free speech and heterodox views.

We pledge to:
•

Replace the Curriculum for Excellence with a clear, more straightforward National Curriculum.

•

Replace Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood education with politically neutral teaching.

•

Conduct a review of the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA).

•

Increase support for Gaelic Medium Education.

•

Ensure fair pay for teachers and classroom assistants.

•

Safeguard the right to home education.

•

Introduce dual vocational educational courses, modelled after the German Vocational Training System.

9

Protecting the Environment
Environmentalism has been overtaken by a single focus on climate change. Scotland needs a broader vision
for environmental sustainability.
We support local energy production and usage, and would place a lesser emphasis on wind, and greater emphasis on hydro and clean conventional energy.
We pack our landfill sites and fill our seas with toxic plastics and chemicals that leach into the soil, pollute
our water supply, harm animal life, and cause cancer in humans. Reducing plastic production and consumption either by taxation or prohibitions is essential.
Where possible, we favour local agriculture, food processing, mining and industrial production, the use of
biodegradable materials, and placing responsibility on companies and individuals to exercise care for the
environment.

Many domestic and business processes could be carried out with lower electricity or fuel use. We support
individual and corporate initiatives to lessen our environmental impact.
We pledge to:
•

Introduce a staged ban on the use of single-use plastics in food production and manufacturing.

•

Create a Public Register of option agreements affecting land use.

•

Outlaw new corporate and trust land purchases, allowing only leasehold agreements.

•

Support the limited expansion of hydroelectric power, as a better alternative to wind.

•

Support the expansion of geothermal energy, and regional energy independence.

•

Prioritise brownfield over greenfield developments.
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Improving Welfare
Restore Scotland believes social security is an investment in the people of Scotland and believe those experiencing poverty should be at the heart of the policy-making process.
We would merge the Scottish Welfare Fund into the existing operation of Social Security Scotland. And we
advocate for the reappointment of an independent advisor on poverty and inequality and the establishment
of a Holyrood committee on poverty elimination. To this end, we believe there should be action taken to
craft a definition for poverty and measurements attributed to ensure ministerial accountability.
Scotland has 60,000 problem drug users and drug deaths are unacceptably high. Restore Scotland will place
lived and learned experience at the heart of the development and implementation of drug policy, rather
than prioritising professionals who have failed to deal with increasing numbers of drug deaths.
We primarily support abstinence-based approaches to recovery as a route to human flourishing and believe
physical wholeness lies outside of drug dependency. We would, therefore, call for an urgent and independent review of existing statutory and prescription-based approaches to recovery.
We support harm reduction approaches and advocate for medically-supervised safe injection facilities but
insist on their delivery being a thoroughfare to recovery, including access to rehabilitation facilities and
ongoing support from recovery communities, all of which we would seek to invest in and support.

We pledge to:
•

Retain the role of, and re-appoint a new, non-partisan independent advisor on poverty and inequality
to hold ministers to account on poverty targets.

•

Establish a new committee at Holyrood for the alleviation and elimination of poverty in Scotland.

•

Merge the Scottish Welfare Fund with Social Security Scotland and its local delivery teams.

•

Make Scottish Welfare Fund crisis grants open to Universal Credit claimants during the 5 week wait.

•

Review statutory drug services and prescription-based approaches to drug dependency.

•

Support the provision of medically-supervised safe injection facilities with an emphasis on the transition towards recovery-based methods.

•

Invest in the provision of access to 4,500 additional beds for 12-week residential rehabilitation and referral case workers in all 32 local authorities.
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